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Mild and dry; often foggy, but sunny in west and north 


The unsettled westerly type of weather 
ended quite suddenly at the beginning of 

the month when high pressure, originally 
moving north from France, began to affect 
the United Kingdom, introducing a generally 
south-easterly airflow. By about the 9th, 
frontal troughs associated with low-pressure 
systems in the Atlantic replaced the anti- 
cyclonic influence and by mid month the air- 
stream became south to south-westerly; but 
towards the end of the month high pressure 
to the east and north-east of the British 

Isles dominated the weather and the airflow 
was again mainly south-easterly. 


Weather 


The month was generally mild and dry and 
most of the rainfall occurred in the middle 
two weeks. Snow or sleet (Snow mixed with 
rain or drizzle) fell around mid month, but 
many places had no snow at all. Southern 
and western districts of the country were 
generally the sunniest and the north of 
Scotland had the most sunshine. It was not 
particularly windy, and fog, which was dense 
and freezing at times, occurred frequently, 
chiefly in the Midlands and north of England 
and in parts of Scotland. 


Wind 


Winds blew mostly from directions between 
east and south-west and were often light, 
particularly in the second week; but fresh 
or strong winds occurred at times, mostly 
on coasts in the west and north, and gale 
force was occasionally reached in the latter 
part of the month. Gusts exceeding 60 kt 
were reported from Scottish coasts and 
islands in the north-west and north on 

the 16th and from high-level stations in 

the Isle of Man and nortnern England on 
the 16th and 17th. 


Temperature 


Monthly mean temperatures were generally 
above average, but not so markedly as in 
January. Values from 1 to 2 degC above 
normal were reached in southern, south- 
western and north-western England, in 
coastal districts of East Anglia and of 

south and west Wales, and over most of 
Northern Ireland and western Scotland. Fog 
persisted for several days in one or two 
places on the Moray Firth and only in this 
area were mean temperatures slightly below 
normal. In remaining districts they were a 
little above average. The absence of pro- 
longed cold spells, combined with the 
mildness of the previous two months, brought 
an early spring to some parts of the country. 
in the south of England there were reports 
of fruit trees blossoming in Kentish orch- 
ards and vegetables in market gardens were 
said to be a month to six weeks early. The 
highest temperatures were recorded in the 
north-east of Scotland where 16.0°C was 
reached at Dinnet (Grampian Region) on 
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the 2nd. The temperature rose to at least 
12°C somewhere in England and Wales on 
about half the days in the month, and a 
maximum temperature of 14.8°C was recorded 
twice, on the 24th at East Dereham (Norfolk) 
and on the 28th at Pen-y-Ffridd (Gwynedd). 
The night of the 27th/28th was, however, 
responsible for some of the lowest temp- 
eratures in the month, and at Santon 
Downham (Norfolk) the temperature fell to 
-6.3°C. Ground frost occurred rather 

widely in Scotland away from the coasts, 
but in Northern Ireland occurrences of 

frost were below average. 


Rainfall (including melted snow) 


Monthly rainfall totals were below average 
almost everywhere. Many districts including 
southern England (except for south-eastern 
coasts) Devon and Cornwall, East Anglia, 
North Wales, most of central and northern 
England and south-west Scotland had less 
than half their normal amount of rainfall. 
North and north-east Scotland and parts 

of the Borders were particularly dry with 
only about 25 per cent of average; the total 
for the month at a number of stations in 
these districts was less than 10mm, and one 
or two places in north-east Scotland had 
their driest February for over 50 years. 

The beginning and end of the month were 
generally dry in all areas and most of the 
rain fell between the 10th and 18th. There 
were occasional haii and sleet showers 

and isolated thunder was reported. Except 
for a fall of 51.8 mm at Coniston (Cumbria) 
during the 24 hours from 09 GMT on the 
16th (the ‘rainfall day’ of the 16th) no 

falls exceeding 50 mm in a day were reported 
anywhere. 


Snow 


Absence of snowfall was a notable feature 
of February 1975. The snow that did occur, 


Table 1 District values 


fell around mid month, mainly in central 

and northern Scotland (where undrifted 
depths of 5 to 15 cm were measured) and in 
the Welsh mountains, but there were isolated 
falls in other districts. Except on the higher 
slopes of mountains in the north, snow did not 
lie for long and many places had none at all. 


Sunshine 


Some central and north-eastern districts of 
England and parts of Scotland bordering the 
Firth of Tay had less than half their normal 
sunshine, but monthly totals ranged from 100 
to 150 per cent of average in many areas and 
exceeded 150 per cent in Kent, in coastal 
districts of north and west Wales and south- 
western Scotland and in parts of north-west 
England and Scotland. The north of Scotland 
was particularly sunny and Baltasound (Shet- 
land), with almost twice its normal sunshine, 
had its sunniest February since records began 
in 1907. 


Fog 


Except in Northern Ireland, overnight fog 
occurred frequently and the areas most affec- 
ted were south and north-east Scotland, east 
Wales and districts of England away from the 
west coasts. The fog was dense and freezing 
at times and was often slow to clear, persist- 
ing all day in parts of north-east England on the 
3rd and 24th and in the Moray Firth area in 
Scotland on the 4th, 8th, 9th and also on the 
10th, when fog was said to have affected 30 
counties in England and Scotland. There were 
Press reports of collisions, which involved 
many vehicles and resulted in fatal accidents, 
on several days in the month, during fog, 
mostly in the north of England and the Mid- 
lands. 


Miscellaneous Phenomena 


The aurora was observed in Scotland on 8 nights. 





air temperature °C 





District 


Highest | Lowest 


max. | min. = 


rainfall 





Max.* Min.* 


difference from average 


% of average 





O Scotland N 14.0 -4.5 


+1.3 


+1.0 +1.1 37 





1 Scotiand E Ly yi -5.6 


+0.7 


+0.9 +0.8 47 





2 EnglandE & NE 12.5 -3.4 


+0.4 


+1.0 +0.7 45 





3 East Anglia 12.4 -4.0 


+1.3 


+0.9 +1.1 55 





4 Midland Counties 13.3 -3.7 


+0.6 


+0.7 +0.7 50 





5 England SE & Central S 12.9 -3.0 


+1.8 


+1.0 +1.4 52 





6 Scotland W 12.4 -6.2 


+1.2 


+1.4 +1.3 62 





7 England NW & Wales N 14.6 -5.6 


+1.7 


+0.6 +11 45 





8 England SW & Wales S 13.9 -3.0 


+0.9 


+1.4 +1.2 48 





N Ireland 


12.8 -4.5 


+1.1 


+1.3 +1.2 46 





Scotland 


14.0 -6.2 


+1.1 


+1.1 +1.1 49 





England & Wales 














14.6 -5.6 


+1.1 
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+0.9 +1.0 49 





*Highest maximum and lowest minimum of District Value Stations. 


Additional to Monthly Parts, each Annual Volume of the Weather Report 
includes an explanatory Introduction and a Summary for the Year 
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TABLE 2 SOLAR RADIATION AND ILLUMINATION 


SEE ANNUAL SUMMARY . 
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TABLE 3 SUMMARY OF DAILY OBSERVATIONS 
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TABLE 6 SUMMARY OF AUTOGRAPHIC RECOROS OF WIND 
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TABLE 3 ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 
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